LIBERAL   TROUBLES AND MR. BALDWIN'S
The Islington by-election brought the troubles of the Con-
servative Party to a head. In this election a whole fleet of
boats was burnt. On one side was Lord Beaverbrook, the
zealous Press-political, with his rebel Empire Crusaders, and
on the other, strongly and irreconcilably opposed, stood the
main body of the Tory Party. The personal vendetta against
Mr. Baldwin was carried on during this election with a
peculiar virulence. Tories boasting a faith of traditional
Conservatism vehemently abused Tories who claimed a creed
of as unimpeachable lineage. To liven up this British version
of the Kilkenny cats, Lord Hailsham entered brandishing, as
only he can wield, the weapon of scurrilous abuse. With a
characteristic touch, he described Lord Beaverbrook as c a man-
eating tiger * and as * a mad dog which would have to be shot
if it couldn't be muzzled.' The results of the by-election in
East Islington and in Fareham caused great grumbling in
the Party and the dismissal of several high officials was the
consequence. The discontent in the Conservative ranks,
however, continued and reached a climax when a meeting of
Conservatives was held in the Caxton Hall on 30 October
1930, at which Colonel Gretton, truest and bluest of Tories,
moved a resolution calling for a change of leadership. The
resolution was defeated, chiefly on the ground that there was
no hope of agreement on an alternative leader in sight. This
was followed by the defeat of the Baldwinite candidate in a
hectic fight in South Paddington, where Lord Beaverbrook's
candidate, Admiral Taylor, was successful.
The attack of Mr. Garvin on Baldwin came a few weeks
later. The Editor of the Observer said :
* When flushed with success he becomes subject to what
can only be called infatuation unlimited. He regards the
Conservative Party as his private property. . . . On these
lines he, as even the next few weeks may show, will make
Unionist dissensions more embittered than ever.5
On 9 March Mr. Baldwin dropped a bombshell into the
political arena by announcing that the Conservative Party
would not be represented at the further discussions of the
Round Table Conference. By this sudden and sensational
action, Mr. Baldwin threw the whole Indian Question back
291